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Resources for Supporting the Professional Development Needs of  
Latino/Hispanic Early Childhood Providers 

 
Overview 
 
The number of Hispanics living in and seeking a college education in North Carolina is on the rise. 
According to recent data from the North CarolinaÕs community college early childhood departments, 14% 
have experienced increases in the number of Latino/Hispanic students in their programs, 6% report an 
increased interest in their programs by non-English speaking students and 35% report offering English as a 
Second Language courses or supports.    
 
Research reveals, however, that Latino/Hispanics seeking higher education face both language and 
information barriers. Providing barrier-free access to professional development; whether it is offered in a 
workshop, in a large group setting, in a college classroom or online, is absolutely vital if the field is to 
realize workforce professional development goals.   Access to professional development is afforded 
through individual ability, availability of options, portability of hours/credits, affordability of options provided 
and equity in accessing options. Professional development providers including faculty, Smart Start and 
CCR&R technical assistants and professional development providers, child care regulatory consultants and 
others play a key role in increasing accessibility to training and education.   
 
In an effort to strengthen the ability of our state to reach out to this growing segment of the early childhood 
workforce the NC Institute for Early Childhood Professional Development has compiled this document.  It 
seeks to provide current information coupled with strategies to inform the work of those providing early 
childhood professional development in North Carolina. 
 
National Numbers 
 
The population of Hispanics in the United States is expanding, multiplying their potential impact on 
American society as a whole. According to Census data, between 2000 and 2025, the white working 
population will decline by 5 million, and the Latino working-age population will increase by 18 million. 
Already, one out of every five new entrants into the American workforce is Hispanic, and their share will 
continue to expand.  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, North Carolina's Hispanic population grew 394 % since 1990. 
According to census figures, Hispanics account for 4.7% of the state's population. The figures showed that 
378,963 Hispanics live in the state. The rapid growth of the state's Hispanic population outpaced its growth 
nationwide, where the Hispanic population increased almost 60% to 35.3 million - making Hispanics the 
largest minority group in the United States.  
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North Carolina Numbers 

Population growth from 1990 to 2000 was dominated by migration. Net migration, the number of people 
who moved to North Carolina minus the number who left, 
accounted for 70% of the population increase, or more than 1 
million new residents. All but eight counties had positive net 
migration and two of those, Cumberland and Onslow, were 
affected by changes at military facilities. In rural areas, 
migration accounted for over 70% of population growth, in contrast to the 1980s when it accounted for only 
38 %. Source: http://www.ncruralcenter.org/databank/trendpage_Population.asp 

 

Source: US Bureau of the Census  http://www.ncruralcenter.org/databank/trendpage_Population.asp 

 

  
Source: US Bureau of the Census   http://www.ncruralcenter.org/databank/trendpage_Population.asp 

 

Learn More! 
North Carolina Latinos  

 
http://www.nciom.org/projects/latino/latinopub/C2.pdf 
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Education & English Language Ability 
 
In a study based on U.S. Census data from 2000, 21% of Hispanic 16- to-19-year-olds were high-school 
dropouts, compared with 7% of white, non-Hispanics, 12% of blacks, 16% of American Indians, and 4% of 
Asians.  
 

 
Origin of Population & English Language Ability 

 
 North Carolina United States 
Foreign born 64.2% 45.1% 
  Non-citizens 58.3% 31.5% 
  Naturalized 5.9% 13.6% 
Speak English poorly or not at all 34.0% 21.9% 
Speak English less than very well 49.9% 36.3% 
 

Source: US Census, 2000 Supplementary Survey Summary Tables PCT006, PCT020 from source. 
http://www.nciom.org/projects/latino/latinopub/C2.pdf 

 
In higher education, Latino enrollments are growing rapidly and now make up 10 % of total college 
enrollments. But here too, the statistics indicate serious 
problems. Only about 20 % of college-age Latino 
students are enrolled in postsecondary education, 
compared with 41 % of whites, 31 % of blacks and 60 
% of Asian Americans. Latino enrollments tend to be 
the highest in community colleges, and many Latino 
students fail to graduate or to transfer to four-year 
programs where they can earn bachelor's degrees. (Source: Lumina Foundation: 
http://www.luminafoundation.org/newsroom/newsletter/April2004/latinoconf.html) 
 
In North Carolina, Latinos made up 1.7% of the 183,000 students at the state's public universities in 2003-
2004. Officials say they are the fastest-growing segment of the student body. Fayetteville State, which has 
around 5,400 students, recorded a 42% Latino student growth jump between 1998 and 2004. (Source: 
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0DXK/is_16_21/ai_n6355372) 
 
Current data collected from NC Community College Early Childhood departments revealed that over 6% of 
colleges (n = 8 of 52 reporting colleges) served a 10% or higher Hispanic student population in 2006-07.  In 
addition a total of nine programs reported either an increase 
in the number of Spanish speaking students or interest in the 
program by Non-English speaking students. (Source: 2006-07 
NC Early Childhood Curriculum Improvement Project Program Survey) 
 
 
 

Learn More! 
Where the Hispanic Students  

Are and ArenÕt 
 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/08/17/hispanics 

Learn More! 
 

Status and Trends in the Education of Hispanics 
 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2003/2003008.pdf 
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Latinos/Hispanics Underrepresented in Undergraduate Student Population  
 
Among immigrants age 18 to 24, Hispanics are three to four times less likely than immigrants from other 
regions to be enrolled in college (U.S. Census Bureau 2005b). Latino immigrants are underrepresented in 
the undergraduate student population both nationally and in all three states (Georgia, New York & 
California) studied, all of which have large or growing Hispanic immigrant populations (NCES 2004). Latino 
immigrant students also have a low rate of bachelorÕs degree completion and are more likely than 
immigrants from other regions to leave school without completing any credential (NCES 2001). According 
to the study these facts, taken in combination, paint a picture of an immigrant group for whom college 
access and success remain significant challenges. (Source: http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/m-
r/OpeningTheDoor.pdf, pg. 40) 
 
 

Barriers to Education  
 
Not all immigrants face the same barriers in gaining access to higher education. In fact, many of the 
barriers immigrants confront are similar to those faced by all low-income and/or first-generation college 
students in the United States, so policies intended to benefit that population as a whole 
will also help immigrants (Louie 2005). 
However, certain barriers have a particular 
impact on many immigrants, regardless of 
their background and resources. The most 
obvious of these are limited English 
proficiency and a lack of familiarity with the American higher education system. Policies and 
programs that address these two barriers have the potential for the widest impact. 
(Source: http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/m-r/OpeningTheDoor.pdf, pg. 41) 
 
North Carolina Professional Development & TA Providers Strategies 
 
An essential factor in access to postsecondary education is obtaining Òcollege knowledgeÓ. Research has 
shown that this sort of information is not always readily available to prospective college students, especially 
low-income students and those whose parents did not attend college and are unfamiliar with the U.S. 
postsecondary education system.  
 
Sample List of Textbooks in Spanish Used in College Courses 

Text Author 
Per files del Desarollo (used with EDU 144 & 145, Child Development I & II) Allen & Marotz 
Of Children (used with EDU 144, Child Dev. I) Lefrancois 
Health, Safety & Nutrition for Young Child & Heart Saver First Aid W/CPR & 
AED(W/Pediatric Module)  (used with EDU 153, Health, Safety & Nutrition) 

Marotz 

Beginnings & Beyond Ð Spanish Edition Ð La Infancia Y Su Desarollo Gordon & Browne 
Developmental Profiles Ð Spanish Edition Ð Perfiles de desarrollo Allen & Marotz 
Creative Resources for the Early Childhood Classroom Spanish Edition Ð Recursos 
Creativos para la Clase de Primera Infancia 

Herr, Libby-Larson, Toro, 
Bornada 

Creative Resources for the Infants & Toddlers Spanish Edition Ð Recursos Creativos 
para la Primera Infancia 

Herr & Swim 

Creative Curriculum for Preschool Trainers Ð Spanish Edition Colker, Trister Dodge & Heroman 

Learn More! 
Opening the Door to the American Dream: Increasing Higher Education 

Access and Success for Immigrants 
http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/m-r/OpeningTheDoor.pdf 
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Professional Development Support Strategies 

 
References & Resources  

 
North Carolina Child Care Facility Regulations 
The following sites provide information in Spanish about operating a regulated child care program in North Carolina in 
Spanish. 

http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/pdf_forms/faq_about_revised_rated_license_centers_spanish.pdf 
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/pdf_forms/faq_about_revised_rated_license_homes_spanish.pdf 

 
Early Care & Education Resources 
 
Addressing the Needs of Latino Children:  A National Survey of State Administrators of Early Childhood Programs 
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~nuestros/pages/products.cfm?tab=prod 
 
Center for Immigration Studies 
http://www.cis.org/articles/cantigny/cantigny.html 
 
Children of Immigrants 
http://www.urban.org/children/index.cfm 
 
Crosswalks 
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~SCPP/crosswalks/index.cfm 
 
Cultural Continuity in Care  
http://www.zerotothree.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ter_key_edu_culture 
 
Derman-Sparks, L.D. and the ABC Task Force. (1989)  Anti-Bias Curriculum Tools for Empowering Young Children 
www.naeyc.org 
 

Strategies for Increasing Access to Professional Development Opportunities 
 

¥ Become familiar with regulations on immigration status and in-state tuition or other forms of financial aid and the 
process of transcript review for students with foreign high school diplomas or college transcripts from outside the US. 

¥ Identify local bilingual or multilingual admissions counselors and advisors who are familiar with foreign secondary and 
postsecondary educational systems and can specialize in assisting immigrant students.  

¥ Partner with colleges and universities to offer orientation sessions specifically aimed at immigrant students or have 
counselors work closely with ESL instructors.  

¥ Inform Spanish speaking parents of education choices for their college-bound children by sharing college options to 
address the Òrole reversalÓ of parent and child, cited as a common issue in the Latino community. 

¥ Identify/provide mentoring programs and associations for Latino/Hispanic students to help them make connections 
with other students with whom they share common experiences  

¥ Conduct outreach programs to increase access to information about postsecondary education 
¥ Identify and disseminate information about sources of ESL training  
¥ Provide opportunities to learn English as part of training and education offerings 
¥ Provide headsets that translate English to Spanish for use by providers  
¥ Seek out and share community resources that seek to increase the education level of Latinos/Hispanics (such as 

community groups, community colleges, literacy councils and civic groups) 
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Derman-Sparks, L., Brunson-Phillips, C., Asa, G. and III Hilliard. (1997) Teaching/Learning Anti-Racism:  A 
Developmental Approach. www.amazon.com 
 
Diversity Data    
http://diversitydata.sph.harvard.edu/ 
 
Division for Early Childhood 
www.dec-sped.org 
 
Exceptional ChildrenÕs Assistance Center 
www.ecac-parentcenter.org 
 
Extension En Espanol (National clearinghouse for Spanish language educational resources for teachers, parents and 
community providers) 
http://extensionenespanol.net/ 
 
FPG Child Development Institute Snapshot  
A summary of research which showed that Spanish-speaking children with teachers who spoke some Spanish in the 
classroom were rated by their teachers as having better social skills and closer relationships with their teachers than 
children with teachers who did not speak Spanish in the classroom.  
www.fpg.unc.edu/~snapshots/snap41.pdf 
 
FPG Child Development Institute Snapshot  
A case study published in the August 2007 issue of the Early Childhood Education Journal demonstrates how 
English-speaking pre-kindergarten teachers can cross the language barrier to build positive relationships with English 
language learners. 
www.fpg.unc.edu/~snapshots/snap49.pdf 
 
Hispanics and Child Care: The Changing Landscape 
An overview and highlights the major demographic trends involving Latino children and families, child care and early 
education needs of Hispanics, how Latinos are served by early care and education programs and ways to improve 
services for Hispanics by child care and other early childhood programs. 
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/pubs/hispanic-cc/hispanic-cc.pdf 
 
National Association for the Education of Young Children    
  - Position Statement on Linguistic & Cultural Diversity  
 www.naeyc.org/about/positions/linguistic_and_cultural_diversity.asp 
 - Resources in Spanish. 
 www.naeychq.naeyc.org/texis/search/?query=spanish&pr=naeyc 
 
National Child Care Information Center  
  - List of compiled publications for early care and education professionals who help English language learners 
develop  language and literacy skills. http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/poptopics/englang-learners.html 
  - List of provider resources in English and Spanish. http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/user/providers.html 
  - Resources about culturally and linguistically responsive teaching for professionals working with children of diverse  
  backgrounds. http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/poptopics/clrteaching.html 
 
North Carolina Institute for Early Childhood Professional Development  
A listing of provider resources in English and Spanish. www.ncchildcare.org/pubs.html#resources 
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North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council  
Regional & Local Contacts www.ncei.org/ei/icc/local.html 
 
North Carolina Parenting Network  

Infant Brain Development 
Spanish: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pdfs/fcs-38272.pdf 
English: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pdfs/FCS-481.pdf 

Parent Involvement in Child Care and School Settings 
  Spanish with English summary at end of document http://www.ncpen.org/pi_span.pdf 

Preschool Development  
 Spanish: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pdfs/fcs-38274.pdf 
 English: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pdfs/fcs454.pdf 

Establishing Limit for Young Children 
Spanish: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pdfs/fcs496s.pdf 
English: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pdfs/fcs455.pdf 

 
Para nuestros ninos (National Task Force on Early Childhood Education for Hispanics) 
www.ecehispanic.org/work.html 
 
Research Summary 
This issue of The Progress of Education Reform summarizes several recent studies and analyses that shed new light 
on the dimensions, causes, and social and economic consequences of Hispanic underachievement. 
www.ecs.org/html/Document.asp?chouseid=5397 
 
Resource Guide: Selected Early Childhood/Early Intervention Training Materials; 12th Edition 
www.fpg.unc.edu/~scpp/pdfs/rguide.pdf  
 
York, S. (2003). Roots and Wings: Affirming Culture in Early Childhood Classrooms available through  
www.redleafpress.org 
 
Access to College – Facts & Resources 
 
Access to Higher Education in North Carolina. 
http://wunc.org/programs/voices/considering-college/facts-about-access-to-higher-
education/?searchterm=hispanics%20and%20college%20access 
 
College Enrollment -- Report on college enrollment and retention of students in Southern Education States 2000. 
www.sefatl.org/pdf/college_enrollment_brief.pdf 
 
College Foundation of North Carolina Spanish Services Training Guide. 
www.cfnc.org/home/sc/pdf/Spanish_Guide.pdf 
 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund 
www.hsf.net 
 
National Institute for Literacy - English as Second language Literacy Facts. 
www.nifl.gov/nifl/facts/esl.html 
 
North Carolina Hispanic Scholarship Fund. 
www.cfnc.org/Gateway?command=GetBasedProgramDetail&note=yes&type=8&vocType=11&vocational=no&id=131 
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North Carolina Society of Hispanic ProfessionalsÕ educational scholarships 
www.thencshp.org/resources/students/index.shtml 
 
Opening the Door -- Report describes the demographic and educational characteristics of the U.S. immigrant 
population and discusses barriers faced by legal immigrants seeking to enroll in postsecondary education. 
www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/m-r/OpeningTheDoor.pdf 
 
Institutes, Organizations & Associations 
 
Early Childhood Research Institute on Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate (CLAS Institute)  
http://clas.uiuc.edu/ 
 
El Pueblo  
www.elpueblo.org 
 
National Association for Multicultural Education (NAME)  
www.nameorg.org 
 
National Council of LaRaza 
www.nclr.org 
 
National Latino Children's Institute  
www.nlci.org  
 
North Carolina GovernorÕs Office Community Affairs 
www.governor.state.nc.us/office/hispanic.asp 
 
OMEP (World Organisation for Early Childhood Education) 
www.omep-ong.net/eng_index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 


